/ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i  ve .  o  rg/detai  Is/b29739251 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

Ob'  THE 

LOFTUS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958.  It  is  with  regret 
that  this  will  be  my  first  anJ  only  report.  As  you  are  aware  personal  circumstances  have 
forced  me  to  relinquish  the  pleasant  post  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  so  shortly 
after  my  accomplished  predecessor,  Dr.  Butcher.  May  I  express  my  thanks  for  your 
courtesy  and  support  during  the  duration  of  my  appointment. 


The  past  year  has  seen  the  introduction  of  an  adequate  water  supply  to  much  of  the 
area.  It  has  not  always  been  chemically  satisfactory.  There  is  little  excuse  for  large 
water  undertakings  to  provide  water  which  is  unpalatable  and  di  iloured.  I  am  pleased 
to  record  that  your  objections  are  to  lead  to  improvement.  Throughout  the  area  certain 
villages  still  receive  water  which  is  bacteriologically  unsound.  Until  these  waters  arc 
replaced  by  a  proper  mains  supply  there  is  a  continued  potential  danger  of  serious  water¬ 
borne  disease.  Further  until  a  good  mains  supply  is  available  the  outmoded  and  unclean 
pan  closet  will  continue  to  exist  in  the  district.  This  form  of  sanitation  is  primitive  and 
is  a  constant  danger  to  the  public  health. 


The  problem  of  housing  in  the  district  remains  to  be  solved  There  has  not  been  until 
recently  adequate  staff  to  enable  a  survey  of  slum  property  to  be  carried  out.  This  must 
be  a  long-term  measure  but  it  is  a  necessary  one.  In  addition  until  the  numbers  of  old 
people  in  the  district  arc  known  it  will  be  difficult  to  assess  the  numbers  of  houses  required 
for  their  use.  I  would  advise  you  that  houses  for  old  people  will  be  required  in  increasing 
numbers  during  the  next  fifteen  years.  I  would  also  ask  that  you  look  into  the  provision 
of  housing  for  single  old  people.  The  building  of  self-contained  single  quarters  with 
bedroom,  kitchen  and  bathroom  for  several  old  people  under  one  roof  and  incorporating 
unobtrusive  supervision  by  a  warden  is  an  economical  method  of  allowing  privacy,  indepen¬ 
dence,  freedom  from  loneliness  and  early  warning  of  illness. 

I  have  noted  during  the  year  another  unsatisfactory  aspect  of  housing  in  the  district. 
I  refer  to  the  two-storey  flats.  The  noises  heard  by  those  living  in  the  lower  fiats  have, 
at  times,  made  life  distressing,  particularly  when  old  people  live  below  and  young  families 
live  above.  Unless  such  flats  are  sound-proofed  I  must  point  out  that  while  not  directly 
affecting  the  health  of  the  occupant  the  effect  of  noise  creates  strain  upon  both  those 
producing  the  noise  and  those  suffering  from  it. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  serious  epidemic  disease  present  in  the  area 
during  the  past  year. 

In  concluding  I  should  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  advice  I  have  always  received 
from  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Ellison.  I  am  appreciative  of  the  co-operation  I  have  had  from 
Mr.  Ranson.  He  and  I  have  had  a  most  pleasant  year’s  work  together.  I  would  like 
finally  to  bring  to  your  attention  the  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Office,  Mr.  Nuttall 
and  Miss  Knaggs  to  whom  I  am  indebted. 

I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  S.  GRIFFITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March,  1959. 


TABLE  1 

Public  Health  Officers 


Whole  Time  Officers 

Guisborough 
Urban  District 

Skelton  &  Brotton 
Urban  District 

Loftus 

Urban  District 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
who  is  also 

Asst.  County  Medical 
Officer  No.  4  Area 
N.R.C.C.  and  School 
Medical  Officer,  N.R.C.C. 

Dr. 

D.  H.  S.  Griffith 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Addition  Public  Health 

Mr.  A.  T.  Pallister 

Mr.  J.  H.  Rhodes 

*Mr.  W.  C. 
Ranson 

Inspector 

Mr.  E.  Ward 

Mr.  A.  N. 
Errington 

*Also  Surveyor  of  the  district  concerned 


County  Public  Health  Staff  attached  to  the  Loftus  Area 

Miss  R.  F.  Cracknell  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse 
Miss  H.  J.  Lindsley  District  Nurse/ Midwife 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Greenwood  District  Nurse/Midwife 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Robinson  District  Nurse/Midwife 

Miss  D.  G.  Pybus  District  Nurse 

Mr.  R.  K.  Nuttall  Senior  Clerk 

Miss  P.  Knaggs  Clerk-typist 


SECTION  1 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  district  in  the  mid-year 
1958  is  7,620  as  compared  with  one  of  7,660  for  the  mid-year  1957 


General  Statistics 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Financial  Officer  of  the  Council  for  the  following  figures : — 

1.  Area  of  the  District  in  acres  ....  ....  9,974 

2.  No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate  books  2,626 

3.  Rateable  Value  ....  £85,142 

4.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ....  ....  £355 

The  District  consists  of  the  town  of  Loftus,  the  industrial  communities  of  Skinnin- 
grove  and  of  part  of  Carlin  How  and  the  hamlets  of  Liverton,  Scaling,  Easington,  Street 
Houses  and  Cowbar.  The  principal  industries  today  are  the  iron  and  steel  works  and 
agriculture.  With  the  closing  of  the  ironstone  mines  many  of  the  community  are  now 
required  to  travel  further  afield  for  work.  A  general  recession  in  industry  has  made 
itself  felt  in  the  district  and  there  is  no  longer  full  employment. 
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TABLE  2  —  Vital  Statistics 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other  ....  ....  — 

Syphilitic  disease  ....  ....  — 

Diphtheria  ....  ....  ....  — 

Whooping  Cough  ....  ....  — 

Meningo-coccal  infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ....  ....  — 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ....  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung,  Bronchus  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast  ....  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia  ....  ....  — 

Diabetes  ....  ....  ....  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  7 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ....  ....  12 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ....  — 

Other  Heart  Diseases  ....  ....  6 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ....  ....  — 

Influenza  ....  ....  ....  1 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  2 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ....  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ....  — 

Gastro-enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ....  — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ....  ....  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ....  ....  2 

Pregnancy,  child-birth,  abortion  ....  — 

Congenital  malformations  ....  ....  — 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases  ....  6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ....  ....  1 

All  other  accidents  ....  ....  1 

Suicide  ....  ....  ....  I 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ....  ....  55 
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Deaths 

The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  thirty-six  headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List 
of  International  Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death. 
98  deaths  of  residents  gave  a  death-rate  of  12.7  per  thousand  of  population,  corrected  to 
14.6  per  thousand  as  compared  with  1 1.7  per  thousand  for  England  and  Wales. 


Live  Births 

TABLE  3 

Vita!  Statistics 

Male 

84 

Female 

58 

Total 

142 

Legitimate 

83 

56 

139 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

J 

Still  Births 

3 

— 

3 

Legitimate 

3 

— 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Male  Female 

Total  ....  ....  ....  2  4 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  2  4 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  —  — 

Births 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  was  142,  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  18.3  per  thousand  of  the  population  compared  to  16.4  for  England  and  Wales. 
Six  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  33.2  per 
thousand  live  births  compared  with  one  of  22.5  for  England  and  Wales.  Four  of  the  infants 
who  died  were  under  four  weeks  of  age. 

Particulars  of  these  four  children  are  as  follows : — 


Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Died 

5  days 

Pneumonia 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

5  days 

Pneumonia 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

1  day 

Cerebral  Birth 

Hospital 

Injury  Breech 

15  minutes 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

Home 

It  will  be  noted  that  three  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospital.  Thus  even  with  optimal 
conditions  for  infant  care  at  hand,  children  are  still  lost.  The  causes  of  prematurity  are 
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several,  and  premature  births  may  occur  for  no  obvious  reason.  Breech  delivery  is  always 
a  hazard  unless  the  child  is  small  and  the  mother  large.  1  he  causes  of  asphyxia  may  also 
not  be  perceived  until  too  late.  In  preventing  these  conditions  as  lar  as  possible  scrup¬ 
ulous  ante-natal  and  early  admission  to  hospital  arc  important  factors.  It  might  be  asked 
whether  patients  delay  in  calling  for  aid  or  whether  the  distance  travelled  to  hospital  may 
influence  the  chances  of  the  child  adversely.  Whatever  the  reasons  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  33.5  per  thousand  live  births  compares  most  unfavourably  with  that  for  the  whole 
country. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  worth  noting  that  only  two  other  children  under  one  year  died 
during  1958. 


TABLE  4 

Vital  Statistics  —  1884-1958 


Period 

Average 

Mid  Year 
Pop. 

Births 

Average 

Annual 

Birth 

Rate 

Average 

Annual 

Death 

Rate 

Average  Annual 
Infant  Death 
Rate 

1884-88 

6,453 

1,172 

36.4 

15.7 

137 

1889-93 

6,208 

1,018 

32.8 

15.0 

124 

1894-98 

6,200 

989 

32.1 

14.2 

136 

1899-1903 

6.508 

1,150 

35.4 

15.2 

138 

1904-08 

7,600 

1,310 

34.5 

14.4 

123 

1909-13 

8,872 

1,465 

33.0 

13.5 

117 

1914-18 

8,700 

1,175 

27.0 

13.3 

120 

1919-23 

9,120 

1,148 

25.2 

10.6 

81 

1924-28 

8,342 

872 

18.8 

11.0 

55 

1929-33 

7,997 

648 

16.4 

1 1.7 

59 

1934-38 

7,744 

539 

13.9 

12.2 

75 

1939-43 

7,025 

605 

17.2 

13.0 

53 

1944-48 

6,845 

726 

21.0 

12.1 

48* 

1949-53 

7,453 

639f 

1 7.5f 

11. 7f 

29f 

1954-58 

7,664 

698 

18.3 

15.5 

33 

*estimated.  Figure  for  1945  not  available 
f  estimated.  Figures  for  1949  not  available 


It  can  be  seen  that  the  population  of  Loftus  has  diminished  since  the  second  decade 
of  this  century,  but  appears  again  to  be  gradually  increasing.  The  birth  rate,  while  not  as 
high  as  in  the  eighteen-nineties  has  improved  upon  the  low  rates  of  the  nineteen-thirties. 
It  is  still  some  2  per  thousand  higher  than  the  national  figure.  The  death  rate  is  in¬ 
fluenced  by  a  comparatively  high  infantile  mortality  and  by  the  increasing  number  of 
elderly  in  the  population. 

SECTION  II 
Infectious  Diseases 

Table  5  shows  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  except  tuberculosis, 
which  is  shown  in  Table  6. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  1958 
(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Age 

Un¬ 

known 

1 

1  ~ 

I  1  1  1  1  1 

65— 

~  1 

1  1  1  1  1  1 

45— 

~  1 

1  1  1  !  1  1 

1/ 

c* 

1  1 

1  1  1  1  1  1 

t/ 

r 

1  1 

1  1  1  1  1  ! 

15— 

1  1 

1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

o 

1  1 

1  1  1  !  1  1 

1/ 

1 

^  1  1  S  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

<N 

10 

- 

1  1  1  ^  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  year 

1  1  1  "  1  1  1  1  1  1 

Under 
1  year 

1  1  1  -  1  1  1  1  1  1 

CO 

bt) 

< 

1 

2 

1 

60 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Paratyphoid 

Typhoid 

xMeningococcal  Infection 

Malaria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 


TABLE  6 


Tuberculosis 

Four  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  none  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  notified  during  the  year. 


TABLE  6 
Tuberculosis 

Age  Groups  Respiratory  Form  Non-Respiratory  Form 

Years  Male  Female  Male  Female 

0  to  4  ....  ....  —  —  —  — 

5  to  9  ....  ....  —  —  —  — 

10  to  14  ....  ....  —  1  —  — 

15  to  19  ....  ....  1  —  —  — 

20  to  24  ....  ....  —  —  — 

25  to  44  ....  ....  —  2  —  — 

45  to  54  ....  ....  —  —  —  — 

55  to  64  ....  ....  —  —  —  — 

65  to  74  ....  ....  —  —  —  — 

TOTAL  ....  ....  13  —  — 

There  were  no  deaths. 


TABLE  7 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 


Immunisation  against  Biptkeria 

Under  1  1  to  4 

Completed  26  14 

Reinforcing  —  — 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

Under  1  1  to  4 

75  7 


5  to  14 
Nil 


5  to  14 


Total 

40 


Total 

82 


Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough) 

Under  1  1  to  4  5  to  14 

26  4  — 


Vaccination  (Smallpox) 


Primary 

25 


Re-Vaccination 


Total 

30 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Completed  1958  Completed  prior  to  1958 

421  397 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  available  during  the  year  from  the  family 
doctor  or  at  the  clinics  held  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  at  Loftus,  Carlin  How  and 
Skinningrove.  It  can  be  seen  that  52  infants  under  one  year  received  protection  against 
diphtheria.  With  142  births  in  the  area  this  represents  only  36  per  cent  protected.  The 
figure  falls  far  short  of  safety  for  the  community.  To  avoid  the  re-introduction  of 
diphtheria  into  the  area  it  has  been  estimated  that  some  75  per  cent  of  the  child  population 
be  immunised. 

At  present  one  can  understand,  to  some  extent,  the  reluctance  of  parents  to  have 
their  children  undergo  a  full  course  of  immunisation  and  vaccination.  For  protection 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  poliomyelitis  it  has  been  recommended  that 
these  be  given  separately.  This  means  that  no  less  than  seven  injections  are  given  in  as 
many  months.  In  a  semi-rural  area  adequate  immunisation  against  tetanus  is  not  yet 
available.  This  would  increase  the  number  of  injections  to  nine.  It  is  obvious  that  there 
is  a  great  need  for  a  product  combining  all  four  protective  agents  which  will  reduce  the 
number  of  injections. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  was  carried  out  on  twenty-five  occasions.  During  the 
years  1950-57  vaccination  against  smallpox  was  recorded  as  follows: 


Year 

Number  Vaccinated 

Births 

1950 

19 

114 

1951 

23 

130 

1952 

27 

145 

1953 

34 

122 

1954 

22 

139 

1955 

33 

136 

1956 

— 

139 

1957 

2 

142 

TOTAL 

160 

1,067 

Assuming  an  average  infantile  mortality  rate  for  those  years  of  thirty-one  per  thousand 
this  leaves  a  growing  child  population  over  these  years  of  around  1,030.  Of  these  only 
160  have  been  vaccinated  or  approximately  16%.  This  is  a  very  serious  situation  and 
presents  a  threatening  picture  of  what  might  occur  should  smallpox  enter  the  community. 
This  area  is  not  far  from  a  major  seaport.  It  must  be  realised  that  vaccination  is  the  only 
safeguard  against  the  disease.  Should  an  epidemic  break  out  many  ol  the  susceptible 
population  might  not  be  able  to  obtain  protection  in  time.  Smallpox  is  a  deadly  disease 
in  the  unvaccinated.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly  that  responsibility  for  vaccination 
rests  entirely  with  parents.  The  vaccine  is  always  available  on  request. 
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Poliomyelitis  vaccination 

During  1958  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  improved  on  that  lor  the  past  two 
years.  The  scheme  is  being  extended  to  all  those  under  the  age  of  26  and  will  provide 
also  “booster”  doses  for  those  already  vaccinated. 

SECTION  III 

The  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  District 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

This  work  is  now  done  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Middlesbrough,  only  the 
biological  test  for  tuberculous  milk  being  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Northallerton. 

2.  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

With  certain  exceptions  the  Guisborough  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health 
Committee  of  the  County  Council  exercises  the  functions  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
in  supervising  the  day  to  day  adminstration  of  the  services  provided  under  this  Act. 
The  Committee  met  every  two  months  at  Guisborough.  It  is  composed  of  members  of 
the  County  Council,  of  the  three  District  Councils  of  Guisborough,  Skelton  and  Brotton, 
and  Loftus,  and  of  certain  co-opted  members.  Among  the  services  administered  are  the 
following: — 

Domestic  Help  Service.  Home  Nursing. 

Prevention  of  illness:  Care  and  After  Care.  Health  Visiting. 

Ambulance  Service.  Midwifery. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

3.  Voluntary  Care  Committee 

I  would  like  to  record  the  work  done  by  this  Body  for  the  welfare  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  and  other  illnesses.  Whereas  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the 
tuberculous  the  Committee  has  certain  funds  allocated  to  it,  for  the  welfare  of  other 
sufferers  it  depends  entirely  on  voluntary  contributions.  Enquiries  and  requests  for  assis¬ 
tance  may  be  made  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  District  Health  Office,  Park  Lane,  Guis¬ 
borough  (Telephone:  Guisborough  321). 

4.  National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951  —  Section  47. 

There  was  no  procedure  taken  under  these  Acts  during  1958. 

SECTION  IV 
Water  Supplies 

During  the  year,  thirty-three  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  various  supplies 
in  the  area  and  submitted  for  bacteriogical  examination.  The  following  table  shews  the 
results  of  these  examinations. 


9 


TABLE  8 


Area  of  Supply 
South  Loftus 
Liverton  Village 

Liverton  Mines 

Tees  Valley  &  Cleveland  Water 
Board  Supplies 
Street  Houses 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 


Classification 
1,  1,  3,  3,  2. 

4,  4,  4,  4,  4,  4,  4,  4,  4, 
3,  2,  4,  4,  3,  4. 

1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  I,  1. 

2,  2,  1. 

4,  2. 


It  is  evident  from  these  figures  that  where  there  is  not  a  main  supply  the  water  is 
consistently  of  an  undesirable  quality. 

During  the  year,  an  investigation  was  carried  out  in  regard  to  the  colour  of  the  supply 
in  parts  of  the  Loftus  area  served  by  the  Tees  Valley  &  Cleveland  Water  Board.  Several 
samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  chemical  analysis,  the  results  indicating  a  consider¬ 
ably  heavy  proportion  of  iron. 


SECTION  V 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

One  dairy  and  six  retailers  are  registered  in  the  District.  Eighteen  visits  were  made. 
Six  samples  of  milk  were  purchased,  and  all  were  found  to  comply  with  the  appropriate 
bacteriogical  tests. 

Food  Premises 

There  are  within  the  district  the  undermentioned  food  premises: — 


Butchers  ....  ....  6 

Fishmongers  ....  ....  1 

Grocers  ....  ....  19 

Greengrocers  ....  ....  5 

Bakers  &  Confectioners  ....  2 

Sweets  &  General  Goods  ....  27 

Canteens,  etc.  ....  ....  5 

Licensed  Premises  ....  ....  17 


In  the  cases  where  a  shop  deals  in  more  than  one  type  of  goods  cognisance  has  been 
taken  of  the  main  foodstuffs  dealt  with. 

Registered  Food  Premises 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  are  as  under: 
Preparation  and  sale  of  sausages, 

brawn,  etc.  ....  6 

Sale  of  Ice-Cream  ....  ....  25 
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Forty-four  visits  of  inspection  of  registered  food  premises  were  made  during  the 
year.  Sausage  making  is  the  main  work  carried  on  in  regard  to  meat  products.  In  the 
case  of  ice-cream,  all  the  premises  registered  arc  concerned  in  the  sale  of  pre-packed 
ice-cream  only. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1956 

Twenty-two  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  in  connection  with  these  regulations 
and  improvements  continue  to  be  made. 

Ice-Cream 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district. 

Licensed  Premises 

Sixteen  inspections  were  made  of  licensed  premises  in  the  district. 

Fish  Frying 

There  are  ten  fish  frying  premises  in  the  district.  These  were  inspected  on  seventeen 
occasions. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  use  in  the  district.  Nine  inspections  of  these  were 
carried  out. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 

Byelaws 

Byelaws  are  in  force  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  securing 
the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Practices  and  Conditions  in  connection  with  the 
Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  sale  of  Food  in  the  open  air. 

Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  mentioned  Regulations  during  the  year. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  are  four  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  by  the  Council  of  which  three  are 
used  for  regular  slaughtering  by  local  butchers.  Three  hundred  and  two  visits  were 
made  to  slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspections  and  459  lbs.  of  meat  and  offal  were  condemned 
as  being  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human  consumption.  All  the  meat  was  surrendered 
voluntarily.  All  condemned  meat  is  stained  and  disposed  of  either  by  incineration  under 
supervision  or  dispatch  to  approved  sources  or,  in  the  case  of  bony  masses,  by  burial  at 
the  Council’s  tip. 

The  figures  given  in  Table  9  shew  details  of  the  meat  inspection  work  carried  out. 

The  scheme  for  relief  work  in  respect  of  meat  inspection  during  holidays  or  illness 
has  operated  between  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  Skelton  and  Brotton,  Saltburn  and 
Marske,  and  Loftus  Urban  Districts  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  this  scheme  has  worked 
well. 
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TABLE  9 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Sheep 

exclud- 

Cows 

Calves 

& 

Pigs 

Horses 

ing  cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

551 

3 

1 

985 

662 

_ 

Number  inspected 

480 

3 

1 

686 

644 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  &  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

28 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  cysticerci 

5.8% 

— 

— 

0.2% 

0.6% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

i.o% 

— 

— 

— 

0.2% 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 

Total  meat  inspected  was  355,028  lbs. 
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SECTION  VI 


I  give  below  the  figures  of  housing  inspections. 

Housing  Statistics 

New  Houses  erected  in  1958 

(a)  By  Private  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

(, b )  By  the  Council  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

1 .  Inspection  of  dzvcllinghouscs  during  the  year 

1.  (u)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ....  ....  178 

(. h )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  .  ....  204 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ....  ....  0 

( h )  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  0 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  0 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation .  ....  ....  169 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  or  repaired  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  140 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  requiring  repairs  ....  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notices  ....  ....  ....  ....  o 

(a)  By  Owners  .  ....  ....  ....  0 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  ....  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  0 
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Section  VI — Housing  Statistics — continued 


C.  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo¬ 

lition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  o 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  16,  17,  18,  26  and  35,  Housing  Act,  1957 

( 1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ....  ....  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  ....  ....  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  4,  Overcrowding 
No  accurate  figures  are  available 

5.  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts,  1954  and  1957 


(1) 

(«) 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  made 

2 

(b) 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  refused 

0 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted 

2 

(*) 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  revoked 

0 

SECTION  VII 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District 

I  give  a  table  of  the  inspections  for  nuisances  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


TABLE  10 


Nuisances 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  nuisances  only  ....  121 

Nuisances  found  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  previous  year  ....  ....  5 

Total  needing  abatement  ....  ....  ....  27 

Abated  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  24 

Outstanding  at  end  of  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Notices  served,  informal  22  Complied  with  24 

Notices  served.  Statutory  0  Complied  with  0 

Number  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  ....  0 
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Table  10 — continued 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  Etc. 

There  arc  no  common  lodging  houses,  houses  let  in  lodging  or  knackers’  yards. 

Byelaws  in  force  in  the  District 

Building  Byelaws,  21st  August,  1953. 

Closet  Accommodation 

There  are  51  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  and  222  pail  closets  in  the  district.  In 
addition  there  are  3,059  water  closets.  10  pail  closets  and  7  privies  were  reconstructed 
as  W.C’s.  28  water  closets  were  constructed  for  new  houses. 

Refuse  Collection 

Public  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  throughout  the  district  on  a  weekly  basis 
with  the  exception  of  isolated  dwellings.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  tipping. 
The  improved  tipping  methods  have  been  maintained.  It  is  hoped  that  a  new  tipping 
site  will  soon  be  available. 

Shop  Act,  1934,  Section  10  and  13 

Twentv-flve  visits  were  paid  under  the  above  mentioned  section.  Unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  found  in  one  instance  and  remedied. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

There  are  two  sites:  they  were  inspected  on  three  occasions. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  is  no  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  district,  the  sewage  being  discharged  into 
the  sea.  Development  of  the  new  housing  site  at  Easington  will  lead  to  a  new  sewer 
being  laid  as  far  as  this  site.  This  will  make  the  possibility  of  providing  a  sewerage  system 
to  the  whole  of  Easington  Village  a  much  more  practical  proposition. 

Apart  from  this  area,  Liverton  Village  remains  unsewered. 

Water  testing  of  new  drainage  work  is  carried  out. 

Air  Pollution 

Co-operation  has  continued  to  be  shewn  by  the  Management  of  the  Skinningrove 
Iron  Company  in  connection  with  nuisances  arising  from  fumes  and  grit  emitted  from 
the  Works. 
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SECTION  VIII  :  Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 


The  following  figures  have  been  returned  to  the  Director  of  Statistics,  Ministry  of 
Labour  and  National  Service,  regarding  factories  in  the  district. 


TABLE  11 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 

by  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

23 

24 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in  (I)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

(III)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

23 

24 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Defective  Sanitary 
Accommodation 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  wei 

*e  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

1 

1 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

l 

1 

0 

0 
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